
age. The blessings that come to each of them through Abraham are powerful and 
important. 
7-  We teach all young men and young women to prepare to go to the temple so they 
can “receive the blessings of [the] fathers that [they] may be entitled to the highest 
blessings of the priesthood.”

5
 When one of my nieces received her temple endowment 

a few months ago, she exclaimed with joy: “I made it! All of my life I have been taught 
about preparing for the temple, and I made it!” 
8-  Every man and woman who is willing to serve the Lord and can qualify for a temple 
recommend makes covenants of obedience and sacrifice. Each is endowed “with power 
from on high.”

6
 

9-  Every elder and sister who receives a mission call is set apart to do the Lord’s work, 
and each is given authority to preach the gospel of Christ. 
10-  A man and a woman who enter into the full partnership of a covenant temple 
marriage share equally in the blessings of that covenant if they are faithful.

7
 The Lord 

has said that their covenant will be in force after this life, and together they are 
promised power and exaltation.

8
 

11-  President Ezra Taft Benson said, “When our children obey the Lord and go to the 
temple to receive their blessings and enter into the marriage covenant, they enter into 
the same order of the priesthood that God instituted in the very beginning with father 
Adam.”
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12-  I saw the power of priesthood blessings when I visited a family where the young 
father lay dying. Surrounding him were his wife and beautiful daughters. On each wall of 
that room was at least one picture of the family or the temple. The mother testified of 
their blessings when she said: “We are empowered and protected by our covenants. 
Our family will endure forever. The Lord is watching over us, and we are not alone.” All 
faithful members are equally blessed by the outpouring of blessings they receive 
through priesthood ordinances. 
13-  Because the priesthood has been restored, we also share equally in the blessings of 
spiritual gifts. The Lord gives us these gifts for our own benefit

10
 and to help each 

other.
11

 
14-  Moroni said that “there are different ways that these gifts are administered; but it 
is the same God who worketh all in all; and they are given by the manifestations of the 
Spirit of God unto men, to profit them. 
15-  “For behold, to one is given by the Spirit of God, that he may teach the word of 
wisdom; 
16-  “And to another, that he may teach the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 
17-  “And to another, exceedingly great faith; and to another, the gifts of healing by the 
same Spirit.”

12
 

18-  As I have tried to learn Spanish and remember Portuguese (which I knew as a child), 
I have prayed for and felt the help of the Lord as I communicate in those tongues. I have 
heard other Church leaders and missionaries bear powerful testimonies in languages 
they have barely studied. I know people who are given the spiritual gift of a believing 
spirit. When they hear the gospel, it rings true in their hearts. I know others who are 
given the gift of wisdom or the ability to use knowledge in righteous ways. Some have 
the ability to work miracles, some are gifted healers, and others have great 
discernment.

13
 

19-  When I was a little girl, I often experienced serious illness. My father was always 
willing and worthy to use the priesthood power he held to bless me. But I have also felt 
that my mother’s special gifts contributed to my healing. She was truly gifted in her 
ability to minister to my needs and help me get well. Her great faith that the Lord would 
lead her to answers about medical treatment was a comfort to me. How blessed I was 
to have two parents who lovingly used their spiritual gifts. 
20-  President Wilford Woodruff said that “it is the privilege of every man and woman in 
this kingdom to enjoy the spirit of prophecy, which is the Spirit of God; and to the 
faithful it reveals such things as are necessary for their comfort and consolation, and to 
guide them in their daily duties.”
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21-  The blessings of the priesthood make it possible for every person who is set apart to 
serve in any office in the Lord’s Church to receive “authority, responsibility, and 
blessings connected with the office.”

15
 

22-  Spiritual gifts are numerous and varied and come to us as we seek them and use 
them appropriately. We enjoy them because of the power of the Holy Ghost, which is in 
and around and woven through our lives.

16
 

23-  Through the blessings of the priesthood, the Lord shows us that He is “no respecter 
of persons.”

17
 In my travels, I usually have the chance to visit members in their homes. 

Some of those homes are very basic dwellings. At first I would say to myself: “Why am I 
blessed with a house that has electricity and plumbing when this family does not even 
have water near their home? Does the Lord love them less than He loves me?” 
24-  Then one day I sat in a temple next to a sister who lives in a humble house. I spent 
two hours at her side. I looked often into her beautiful eyes and saw the love of the Lord 
in them. As we finished our work in the temple, I had a powerful realization. In all of the 
eternal blessings, in all of our most important privileges and opportunities, we were 
equals. I had been “baptized unto repentance,”

18
 and so had she. I had spiritual gifts, 

and so did she. I had the opportunity to repent, and so did she. I had received the Holy 
Ghost, and so had she. I had received temple ordinances, and so had she. If both of us 
had left this world together at that moment, we would have arrived equal before the 
Lord in our blessings and potential. 
25-  Priesthood blessings are the great equalizer. Those blessings are the same for men 
and women, for boys and girls; they are the same for married and single, rich and poor, 
for the intellectual and the illiterate, for the well-known and the obscure. 
26-  I am grateful that through the infinite fairness and love of God, all men and women 
were given equal partnership, gifts, blessings, and potential through priesthood 
ordinances and spiritual gifts. Because of the priesthood, which is woven in and around 
and through our lives, every power, every covenant we need to do our life’s work and 
walk back to our heavenly home has been poured out upon our heads. In the name of 
Jesus Christ, amen. 
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An Outpouring of Blessings 
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All faithful members are equally blessed by the outpouring of 

blessings they receive through priesthood ordinances. 

 
1-  In Kirtland, when the remaining priesthood keys were restored, the Lord said, “This is 
the beginning of the blessing which shall be poured out upon the heads of my 
people.”

1
 I am grateful for the outpouring of blessings that has come to each of us 

through the priesthood of God. By the power of the priesthood, this world and 
everything in it, including each of us, were created. The priesthood is intricately woven 
into who we are and have ever been.

2
 As sons and daughters of God, we each have 

unique responsibilities and roles, and through the blessings of the priesthood, we are all 
given equal partnership, gifts, and blessings. 
2-  Last fall our oldest granddaughter was baptized and confirmed a member of the 
Church. After she received the Holy Ghost, her newest sister was blessed and given a 
name. The following month, another new granddaughter was named and blessed. Since 
then I have reflected often on the privileges those little girls enjoy because the 
priesthood of God has been restored. 
3-  I hope our granddaughters and grandsons grow up knowing that they are not and 
have never been third-party observers of the priesthood. The blessings of the 
priesthood, which “are available to men and women alike,”

3
 are woven in and through 

and around their lives. Each of them is blessed by sacred ordinances, and each of them 
can enjoy the blessings of spiritual gifts by virtue of the priesthood. 
4-  All faithful members of the Lord’s Church are equally blessed by priesthood 
ordinances. The first ordinance

4
 in a child’s life usually takes place when he or she is a 

baby and is given a name and a blessing. When children reach the age of accountability, 
they are baptized. There is not a separate baptism for boys and girls. The same 
baptismal ordinance is performed for a young girl and a young boy, who are baptized in 
the same font. When those children are confirmed and receive the Holy Ghost, the 
same power is given to each of them. They qualify for the help of that holy power 
through their faithfulness and not in any other way. 
5-  As members of the Church, we are equal before the Lord as we partake of 
the sacrament. Through our faith in Jesus Christand the power of His Atonement made 
possible because of that ordinance, we can all repent and become better. 
6-  Each of us is equally entitled to a priesthood blessing when we are sick or need 
added support from the Lord in our lives. A young woman who desires a patriarchal 
blessing is equally entitled to know her lineage and potential as a young man her same 
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